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and guide its councils, and wisdom, not numbers, shall
speak the decisive word.

Now there is one criticism of politics that we often
hear in these days. It is said that behind politics lie
economics. That is true. You may go on playing at
politics for ever and ever ; but if your economic founda-
tion is rotten, no political remedies can build a happy
and prosperous nation. But while I agree that behind
politics lie economics, there is something that lies also
behind economics, and of that I hear little said. Behind
economics lies character, and without character you
cannot build a free and a happy nation. A nation enor-
mous in power, what do you know of the way in which your
power is wielded in many a far-off land ? How much do
you know about your vast Indian Empire ? How many of
your voters going to the poll can give an intelligent answer
to any question affecting that 300,000,000 of human beings
whom you hold in your hand, and deal with as you
will? There are responsibilities of Empire as well as
pride in it, and pride of Empire is apt to founder when
the responsibilities of Empire are ignored. And so the
Theosophist is content to go to the root of the matter,
and try to build up for you the citizens out of whom
your future State is to be made. Education, real
education, secular education, is now your cry. They
tried secular education <n Prance; they destroyed
religious teaching; they tried to give morality without
religion. But the moral lessons had no effect: they
were too cold and dull, and dead. Is it not a scandal
that in a country liKe this, where the vast majority are
religious, you are quarrelling so much about the trifles